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CATAS in the period 2017- 2018: outlook and projects 


Difficulties, especially when they arrive suddenly, often create an attitude characterized by three distinct phases. The first is obviously the surprise, the pain, a blow so serious to knock out who has been hit. But then, in a time that varies from person to person, comes the second stage, the urge for revenge, the shout - though not "with the voice" - against the fate, screaming that we are still alive and ready to resume upright position! Then comes the time for the acknowledge of a new situation and scenario, a time of elaboration and which implies reflections, different and new readings of the real, choices that nourish a project and thus a reconstruction that opens to new opportunities. A path that can be very difficult, painful, in which we are mostly helped by having had  the "difficulty" as a teacher of life and professional experience.


At Catas we have been pursuing for a long time a deep reflection on the sector in which we have decided to operate, the world of wood and furniture, to understand developments and new dynamics: evolving markets, consumer growing awareness and products, furniture, objects that seem to be emerging from a "New Renaissance" made of styles, design choices, "multifunctionality" ... and these are just a few of the themes that in Lissone and San Giovanni al Natisone's offices we have to face and turn everyday into real services for our clients.
It is essential, thus, to look forward, to look for a long-term vision, which still allows us to immediately light up on an imminent present that does not expect anyone. And the recent, painful, dramatic experience of the fire that struck one of San Giovanni al Natisone's labs has made this all very real, strong, dominant.
	

We reacted, as it is in the character of the people of our lands. As for the mechanical tests on furniture, we have already returned to 70 percent of our full operation, while all our other laboratories continue at full speed without being touched by the fire. The rented building where we are temporarily moving the new equipment we have purchased on one side and the strong growth of the Lissone lab (plus 130 percent of the tests compared to 2016) on the other, give us the necessary serenity.


The next two years will be even more intense, because one of the main themes of our days will be the reconstruction of the building that will house the new furniture testing department: the day after the fire we started working on some ideas and a project that has already taken shape.


But we will not stop here: we will continue in our normal activity of testing and research, starting with the development of tests on playground equipment, raising the awareness of the municipal administrations - in addition to the manufacturing companies - with which we plan to organize a series of dedicated meetings. We are talking about an activity that, for the type of product it refers to, requires a strong relationship with the customer, a particularly "close" service that - we are convinced - will allow us to rethink and improve all the dynamics of our relationships with partners and customers, even for other product families.
Service has always been a fundamental chapter in our work and we do not miss the opportunity to question us, to see how we can be more and more alongside our customers.


We will start the procedure for re-accrediting Catas tests on surfaces for outdoor playgrounds and those provided by ANSI BIFMA standard for office chairs, so that we can meet the demands of many US operators, who have been returning to buy in Italy for some time.
Talking about office furniture this year we have started a supportive activity for companies that want to tackle ergonomic aspects of products thanks to a prestigious collaboration with a well-known English ergonomist. The project is to verify this need, by structuring a complete and effective service which will pass through the growth of our technicians' skills.


Product certification will continue its accreditation process by adding a new ISO 17065 scheme after what has been done on the side of formaldehyde emissions according to the CARB-California Air Resources Board directives, now transposed at federal level.


The new and recent decisions of the Commission on amending the Ecolabel Regulations on furniture and floorings and the publication of new CAMs, the "Minimum Environmental Criteria" in a Decree of the Italian Ministry of Environment, confirm that the investment on our ability to carry out specific tests on the quality of indoor environments must continue; in parallel we are also thinking about  an appropriate service of collection of all the documents required by these schemes.


We are already in the middle of the calendar of courses and seminars we organize, particularly rich this year. The need is clear: our skills, and we say it without fear of contradiction, allow us to offer high quality events. The distinctive sign of Catas is today the ability to govern the indispensable shift from "product information" to an articulated process of training on the relationship between products and people. We really believe in this.


There is a growing demand for special and ad hoc testing of materials and components: it will be our commitment to inform our companies of this offer, making it even more significant in our proposal over the next two years. In the same period we will also be involved in a strong multidisciplinary co-ordination effort to provide serious feedback to the growing demand for complex product evaluation. The risk analysis through tests but also in relation to target markets or any other condition are only some of the topics underlying this work. Complex themes that have led us to define new partnerships with complementary laboratories, along with which we can enrich our expertise and our offer in the metal and building sectors.


Not to mention that Catas's ability to offer high-level services is the result not only of huge investment in equipment and technology, but also, above all, of people, young people with high schooling and as much curiosity and enthusiasm: despite the new constraints imposed by the new decree Legislation governing public companies, for example, we have sought and found two young people who have entered our facility to follow new projects.


All of this is part of our way of reacting to "fate", to look forward to leave behind what is not worth living with us: energy is not lacking and we have the gift to see every day the results of what we have built in so many years ... it's not just about well done tests or courses, but about the continuing testimony of the strong, loyal, deep bond that has been created between us and our partners. The recent fire has allowed us to touch with the fact that we are really part of this world, that we have relationships, friendships, frequentations that confirm that our choice - which is nothing else but being always ourselves, to the fullest - was the best investment we could ever do.

The relationship between people, even professional, generates values ​​that sometimes go beyond what is given to us at that moment; gorgeous satisfactions ... for this we want to make our thanks to Caimi Brevetti and Poltrona Frau, two realities that do not need presentations and who with unconditional generosity offered us for free the use of two testing equipment for chairs that we had delivered to them just a few days before the fire on December 21 last.
A profound gesture that does not need any other words, but that give the sense and the thickness of what we love most about our work ...



Andrea Giavon
Managing director Catas


























Direzione, amministrazione e laboratori
Via Antica, 24/3 - I-33048 San Giovanni al Natisone (UD)
telefono +39 0432 747211 - fax +39 0432 747250
lab@CATAS.com - www.CATAS.com

Filiale di Lissone
Via Braille 5/7 - I-20035 Lissone (MB)
telefono +39 039 464567 - fax +39 039 464565
lissone@CATAS.com
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