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San Giovanni al Natisone (Udine), 17 October 2018
  


CATAS FOR THE SECOND TIME AT SICAM




Catas is back at Sicam and takes the opportunity offered by the tenth edition of the Pordenone appointment to meet the qualified public of operators involved in the exhibition, both at the exhibitor and at the visitor level. An event that has its own focal point in Hall 4 (boot A29) where the largest Italian and European testing institute in the wood and furniture sector presents all of its expertise in terms of testing, certification, research and training.
An opportunity to renew the focus on the information media in the international sector, largely present in Sicam, which took part in the press conference held on the second day of the fair. Andrea Giavon and Franco Bulian played host, respectively director and vice-director of the laboratory that, as known, has two offices, one in San Giovanni al Natisone, a few tens of kilometers away from the fairgrounds of Pordenone, the other in Lissone, in the province of Milan, in the heart of Brianza del Mobile.

“After several years away from every trade show we decided to be in Sicam to update the large audience of its visitors on our activities and news”, commented Andrea Giavon who, by opening the meeting with the press, immediately listed the "big challenges” at the center of the attention of the laboratory.

DENOMINATION OF ITALIAN ORIGIN
The mark of Italian furniture origin according to the new product certification scheme, officially presented at Sicam 2017, was the base of the conversation. To date, there are four certified productions of likewise Italian companies (Fantoni, Ernesto Meda, Scavolini, Sinetica Industries), in the kitchen and office furniture sector. Giavon reiterated the commitment of Catas to verify the compliance with the provisions of the Italian UNI 11674 “Furniture standard - Requirements for the determination of the Italian origin of furniture”, making its underlying values recognizable thanks to a protocol that “ascertains" not only the origin, but also the quality and safety of “made in Italy” products.


FORMALDEHYDE AND…
Giavon then recalled the commitment of Catas on the field of formaldehyde emissions from wood-based panels, a historic engagement, grown over the years and culminated with the accreditation and definite insertion of Catas in the list of TPC-Third Party Certifier recognized by Epa (Environment Protection Agency). A topic that has been widely discussed in recent weeks and still extremely topical due to the heavy repercussions that the adoption by the national agency of the most restrictive regulation of the Carb (California Air Resources Board) in all countries of the Union will have on the import of furniture and panels.
Catas, therefore, can boast of being among the few dozens of laboratories in the world to be accredited for the EPA certification of wood based panels, providing a service that is extremely precious to companies that want to export in this market. Currently, there are 19 products that have obtained the  Catas certification.

ELECTRIFIED FURNITURE
Another topic on which Giavon drew the attention is the importance of the new provisions on “electrified furniture”, that is furniture that offer features managed by engines or mechanisms or devices that require electricity (reclining armchairs, automatisms of storage furniture, adjustable desks, etc.).
Thanks to the collaboration with Sicom Testing, a laboratory sited in Ronchi dei Legionari (Gorizia) specialized in the electronic and telecommunication sector, the Friulian laboratory has thus opened a new area of intervention, also in light of an increasing offer of “connected” furniture, that is, furniture equipped with electric and electronic elements which deserve the due attention and which, in case of malfunctions, could cause major accidents to the detriment of the safety and health of the users.

THE NEW FURNITURE LAB
Giavon concluded his speech by updating the journalists about the progress of the construction of the new laboratory dedicated to testing furniture, a laboratory destroyed at the end of 2016 by a fire. An activity that has not been interrupted but that from October 2019 will finally be able to make use of a new “4.0” structure, equipped with all the latest test technologies distributed in over 4 thousand square meters between laboratories and areas for training and events. An investment of over three million euros which will make it possible to further strengthen Catas' activities in this sector.

CATAS AND THE MARKET
Then was the turn of the Deputy Director Franco Bulian, who provided the journalists with some data on Catas activities in 2017, namely: “... turnover approaching 6,0 million euros (5,98 million euros), over 10 thousand square meters of laboratories and 52 highly specialized technicians, two locations, a very rich catalog of tests, more than 43 thousand tests carried out for 1,824 customers worldwide, of which 23% are foreign companies who realize 43% of Catas’ turnover”.
Italy is obviously a “target market” of the highest level for the tests and certifications signed by Catas. Bulian pointed out that 46 percent of the laboratory's turnover was achieved in three regions devoted to furniture production (Lombardy, Friuli Venezia Giulia and Veneto), compared to a more contained 11 percent generated by the other 17 Italian regions.

Bulian then gave a series of indications on the past year reference markets, thus building a very peculiar map of the furniture world from which it emerges that Poland is at the top of the ranking of the “first fifteen countries customers” by turnover, demonstrating its whole vocation towards productions that can boast a guaranteed quality and safety. In second place Romania, followed by China (a position to be highlighted, given that twelve months before the great Asian country was in the eighth place), Slovakia, Portugal (also "uphill" compared to 2016), Germany, Lithuania, Russia (the latter exchanged the position occupied in the previous year), the United Kingdom, Belarus (15th in 2016), Brazil, Hungary (new entry), Sweden, Turkey and the United States. France and Denmark disappear, probably due to the significant changes in the social and economic scenario related to the furniture production. Moreover, such data also reveal the increasing sensitivity toward the safety and the performance of furniture in many areas of the world.

If, on the other hand, the number of customers per country is taken into consideration, there is some change in the ranking compared to the results according to turnover: in the first place Germany, followed at short distance from Poland and, in order, from China, Romania, Lithuania, Turkey, Portugal (the latter up compared to the 14th position in 2016), from Sweden (it was 10th the previous year), Russia, United Kingdom, Slovakia (15th twelve months ago), Brazil, Belarus, Hungary and United States, four countries that were not present in the ranking for 2016, allowing us to notice the “new flows” also in the attention to quality. It is worth reiterating that Catas each year deal with 1,824 customers in 55 countries on all continents.
It is significant the evidence of the increasing number of foreign clients collaborating with Catas being a sign of the acknowledgment of the specific competence of the Italian laboratory in this specific sector.

Bulian then showed a chart which clearly shows Catas' strong positive trend and the continuous growth in the number of tests carried out also during the current 2018 year.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Deputy Director of Catas concluded his speech by joining the invitation of Director Giavon for October 2019, at the next edition of Sicam, not only for the inauguration of the new "furniture lab", but also to celebrate the first 50 years of the laboratory: “As good Friulians we will celebrate with a certain sobriety this very important goal" said Bulian. "We are thinking about some initiatives that we will keep you updated and in which we will not fail to involve you, among them the hope of having you with us at the San Giovanni venue next October for a big toast ... and maybe something more!”.
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